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HE SOUTHERN Appalachian

Labor School has entered an

agreement with Tennessee
Technological University for testing
an electric vehicle at the Fayette
County facility, with hopes of
jump-starting the local economy in
the process.

The EV has been made available
through a US. Department of Energy
grant to Tennessee Tech that is titled
“Rural Reimagined: Building an EV
Ecosystem for Appalachia.”
 Jon Averill, the program’s coordi-

nator for West Virginia, said in a re-
lease that the objective of the pro-
gram is to build the underpinnings of
a comprehensive EV ecosystem and
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David said that fuel costs in providing .

een economy in one of the most
economically challenged regions of
Appalachia. He said the project is in-
tended to bring clean and affordable
mobility to underserved areas, such
as SALS’ service area, by creating a
necessary recharging infrastructure
and adopting and demonstrating

various cost-effective EV applica-

tions.

By partnering with agencies such
as SALS, the project also aims to pro-
vide outreach, training and educa-
tional opportunities to residents of
rural and low-income aress.

SALS uses several vehicles to pro-
vide food, clothing and shelter pro-

ams to residents of the Upper
Kanawha Valley in Kanawha County,
as well as Fayette and Raleigh coun-

ties. SALS Volunteer Director John

the services have become a major
obstacle in the agency’s operations.
“Flectric vekicles are a viable alterna-
tive option to be considered,” David

said in the release.
The EV SALS drivers will be using
was built in Chattanooga. .
SALS is headguartered in Kincaid

with satellite offices at the SALS
Community Center in Beards Fork,
the historic Oak Hill High School in
Oak Hill and the Regina Three Rivers
Apartments in Oak Hill. More infor-

mation is available by calling 304~

250-7627 or going to the SALS web-
site, WWW. inf




