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Appalachian Electric hosts electric vehicle fair

Exhibition
generated
interest

By Mark Brown

Staff Writer

The center of Jeffer-
son City became the
pulse point for plug-in
transportation Saturday
afternoon when Appa-
lachian Electric Coop-
erative coordinated the
“2023 Lakeway Area EV
Ride and Drive” event
on Carson-Newman
University’s campus.
Various Teslas, Chev-
rolet Bolts and a couple
of Fords were available
for driving or ride-along
opportunities.

Working with East
Tennessee Clean Fuels
(ETCF) and the Knox-
ville Electric Vehicle
Association (KEVA),
AEC assembled a cadre
of EVs the public could
review. Those registered
could select one for a
test drive on a predeter-
mined 4.2-mile route.

Experts included
ETCF Project Coordina-
tor Jennifer Kidd, Chief
of Staff Daniel Siksay,
and several area EV
owners who brought
their vehicles and made
them available for
test drives. ETCF is a
nonprofit based at the
University of Tennessee
and partly supported

by U.S. Department of
Energy funding.

Kidd said the event is
part of Drive Electric
Earth Month and that
her organization is
working to help stage
several Drive Electric
Tennessee events across
the region, including in
Chattanooga, Knoxville,
and Oak Ridge. More
information and open
registration in available

at driveelectricearthday.

org

“The goal is not to
make sure they (test
drivers) buy one by the
end of the week, but to
give people a shot to see
if they like it.” A non-
profit at the University
of Tennessee, ETCF
receives some financial
support from the U.S.
Department of Energy.

“The most important
thing to think about be-
fore purchasing an EV
is charging,” she said.
“It’s either Level One,
which is 110, or Level
Two, which is 220 or 240
—like a washer or dryer
outlet.”

One of the vehicles on
hand was the Chevro-
let Bolt that AEC has
owned for a couple of
years. Cain said the
utility is looking to add
another EV to go along
with it.

Siksay offered those
present to go along for
aride in the ETCF Ford
Lightning pickup truck.
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ETCF Project Coordinator Jennifer Kidd and AEC Member Services Director Mitch
Cain listen as ETCF Chief of Staff Daniel Siksay (right) extols the Ford Lightning's
benefits, including service as a home's backup generator. The Ride and Drive event
was held Saturday in the parking lot of C-N's Tarr Music Center.

Following Cain’s ride-
along, Siksay told him of
the vehicle’s attributes,
including going from
zero to 60 mph in 4.5
seconds and a towing
capability of 10,000
pounds.

One of the surprising
factoids he shared was
the truck’s capability as
a home generator.

What Ford has brand-
ed as its Intelligent
Backup Power means
that, if plugged in when

a home loses electricity,
the truck can automat-
ically direct its stored
energy back and run an
average size home for up
to three days.

Kidd noted that a
project creating ex-
citement is the “Rural
Reimagined” program,
which grants those
interested in borrowing
an EV for a week (see
rural-reimagined.com).
Another program offers
businesses the chance to

use an electric delivery
van for two weeks up to
a month.

Cain said the earth
day opportunity was a
great way to give folks a
chance to look at EVs as
a future possibility. He
noted the fast chargers
recently installed at
Bean Station, a partner-
ship between the utility,
TVA, TDEC, and Seven
States Power.

A conversation topic
among those gathered

Saturday was the pend-
ing IRS change in tax
credit eligibility. Accord-
ing to a conversation
two EV owners had with
Kidd, there are separate
credits, one of which is
based on the source of
minerals while the other
is based on the source of
other materials.

As of Tuesday, the
IRS-approved models
for $7,500 (two credits
each worth $3,750) are:
Cadillac Lyriq; Chev-
rolet Bolt, Chevrolet
Bolt EUV and Chevrolet
Silverado EV; Chrysler
Pacifica PHEV; Ford
F-150 Lightning; Lincoln
Aviator Grand Touring
plug-in hybrid; Tesla
Model Y (AWD, Long
Range AWD and 2022
Performance) and Tesla
Model 3 (Performance).
The yet-to-be-released
Chevrolet Blazer and
Chevy Equinox EVs are
also expected to be eligi-
ble for both credits.

The models eligible
for a single tax credit,
worth $3,750, as of Tues-
day are: Ford E-Transit,
Ford Escape plug-in hy-
brid, Mustang Mach-E;
Jeep Wrangler 4xe, Jeep
Grand Cherokee 4xe;
Lincoln Corsair Grand
Touring plug-in hybrid
and Tesla Model 3 (Stan-
dard Range RWD).

Detailed tax credit
information is available
by searching the irs.gov
website.

KARM: Residents concerned about non-profit’s New Market plans
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Gibert said comparing
the proposed center to
KARM'’s rescue mission
is “apples to oranges.”
He said it will be compa-
rable to Serenity, which
generates only a hand-
ful of calls each year.

He and McCartney both
said KARM intends to
preserve the rural char-
acter of the land, keep

it as a farm on which
residents can work, and
construct a dormitory
building that will blend
with its surroundings.
They added that KARM
could explore continu-

Drug Take Back
Event Saturday
in Jefferson City

The Tennessee De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Conservation
(TDEC) and the Ten-
nessee Department
of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Ser-
vices asks Tennesseans
to take part in National
DEA Take Back Day for
prescription drugs on
Saturday, April 22 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Locally, the Take Back
event will take place at
the offices of Rescue 180,
at 104 West Old Andrew
Johnson Highway in
Jefferson City.

DEA Take Back Day
is a national program of
the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration
and in 2023 happens on
the same day as Earth
Day, observed every
April 22.
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ing horse shows there,
though smaller and
fewer than River Glen
typically hosts.

Prospective residents
would be carefully
screened, with no vio-
lent or sexual offenders
allowed, and no open
warrants, said Gilbert.
Components of the
program are working,
learning, serving, and
living.

The guard center
would have five employ-
ees per 12-hour shift,
along with a security
guard, they said.

“I have a lot of con-

cerns,” Sheriff Jeff Cof-
fey told the KARM rep-
resentatives. “Recovery
is a tough process, and
there will be calls. Help
is not right around the
corner out here in this
location. I think it does
feel to a lot of people like
you are relocating the
homeless to Jefferson
County.”

Resident Jack Kramer
said he is concerned
that the center could
draw homeless or ad-
dicted people to its gates
hoping to get inside.

As afarm owner who
just put his land into a
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661 E BROADWAY. SUITE C. JEFFERSON CITY
DIRECTIONS:

FROM JEFFERSON CITY: HEADING TOWARDS MORRISTOWN,
PASS WALMART AND TURN RIGHT AT TRAFFIC LIGHT 1.
FROM MORRISTOWN: COMING INTO JEFFERSON CITY.
TURN EFT AT TRAFFIC UIGHT 1.
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making ears smile!

Formerly Patriot Center for Hearing
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Leaving your employer?
Understand your 401(k) options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for
your 401(k), including leaving the money in
your former employer’s plan, moving it to
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or
cashing out the account subject to tax

To learn more, call today.

=Y edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

conservation easement,
he is also concerned
that the non-profit
could turn to additional
development later due to
funding needs.

Another resident
echoed Kramer’s
concerns about the
non-profit nature of
KARM. If donations run

out, he said, what would
stop the center from
being purchased by a
private company that
could expand it? He and
other residents said they
admire KARM’s mis-
sion and know it’s vital,
but they question why
the group chose their
rural neighborhood for

a potential center.

“We don’t want what’s
in Knoxville here,” one
lady told the group.

Next Tuesday’s Plan-
ners’ meeting begins
immediately after the
6 p.m. Board of Zoning
Appeals meeting at the
Jefferson County Court-
house.
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SALUTE TO

Graduates

2023

Our annual Salute to Graduates section will feature the por-
traits of the 2023 graduating seniors. This special section, will
be published May 18. Call The Standard Banner at (865) 475-2081,
ext. 102, to reserve your space today.

A company may want to run a salute to the children of its
employees, including names and photos of those graduates.
Businesses that employ high school students may want to run
ads that feature congratulatory messages to their graduating
employees. Civic groups that offer scholarships can run ads
with photos of those recipients. Churches can sponsor a mes-
sage of encouragement to their members who are graduating.
Ifyou’re involved with businesses, clubs or other organizations
that can take advantage of these ideas, please share these
thoughts with them.

DEADLINE: We want this section to be a keepsake for the
friends and families of the graduates. That means we need some
extra production time to make this a quality publication. For this
reason, we must have all orders and ad copy in by Friday, May 12.

Need help designing your message? Just let us know. We’re
happy to be of assistance.
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To reserve your advertising space,

call (865) 475-2081, ext. 102

Deadline for orders and material is Friday, May 12!




