
75¢ each

Powell Valley News
“Lee County’s Family Newspaper Since 1920”

In The Heart Of The Beautiful Cumberlands - Where Virginia BeginsPrinted on recycled paper

Wednesday, March 1, 2023
Pennington Gap, Lee County, Virginia

Volume Number 9
One Section Plus Supplements

LEE COUNTY’S
NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1920

Powell Valley NewsPowell Valley News

  The Lee County Board 
of Supervisors voted 3-2 
to withdraw a zoning text 
amendment that would al-
low a privately operated 
waste management (land-
fill) facility in the  county 
during their February 21 
regular monthly meeting. 
The vote reverses their Sep-
tember 20 decision which 
amended the county code 
regarding waste manage-
ment facilities.
  District 5 Supervisor 
DD Leonard requested the 
vote regarding the landfill 
issue with District 1 mem-
ber Robert Smith offer-
ing a second. Leonard and 
Smith along with District 
4 Supervisor David Jessee 
supplied “ayes” in support 
of withdrawing the zoning 
amendment while Supervi-
sors Larry Mosley (District 
3) and Sidney Kolb (District
2) opposed the motion.

Over the past months,
several citizens had re-
quested the board rescind 
their action regarding pri-
vate landfills and the vote 
occurred just prior to the 
board entering closed ses-
sion.
  Their earlier actions in-
cluded granting approval 
of a special use permit to 
establish a solid waste col-
lection center (convenience 
center) in Jasper with the 
new site replacing an exist-
ing location.
  Sharon Fisher spoke in 
opposition to the new site 
with challenges of entry, 
part of the property being 
in a floodway and environ-
mental issues were some 
things mentioned in  her 
address.
  Jackie Christian offered 
support for the relocation 
of the new center which he 
said impacts his property 
which lies adjacent to the 
current location. He cited 
safety issues for trucks at-
tempting to navigate the 
current site as well as trash 
being blown from the center 
onto his property.
  Supervisor Kolb request-
ed that County Administra-
tor Dane Poe share some 
details from a meeting with 
VDOT regarding the prop-
erty and entrance at the 
new location. Poe said there 
could not be any develop-

ment in the area which 
falls in the floodway with 
VDOT inspecting the prop-
erty and agreeing there was 
adequate sight distance in 
regard to turning off Route 
611.
  Poe added that the new 
location allows for an ad-
equate number of dump-
sters which could reduce 
the number of weekly trips 
required by the transport 
(packing) trucks.
  The board then unani-
mously approved the Spe-
cial Use Permit.
  A request from Commis-
sioner of Revenue Chris 
Jones for a salary increase 
for an employee in his office 
in the amount of $7,500 per 
year was also given approv-
al by the board. In a letter to 
the board, Jones explained 
that Dale Edwards had per-
formed exceptional work 
regarding the Geographical 
Information System (GIS) 
which was launched in Jan-
uary with Edwards able to 
reduce the cost budgeted for 
services related to the GIS 
update as well as working 
with various agencies dur-
ing the process.
  During public expression, 
Eddie Watson of Jonesville 
asked the Board of Supervi-
sors to take the lead in ap-
propriating funding in re-
gard to litter control along 
the highways. He said the 
beauty of the county is 
blighted by litter with Wat-
son suggesting campaigns 
to create awareness via sig-
nage, engage VDOT in the 
project and education of the 
public with special atten-
tion to school children.
  Watson asked if there was 
a current Litter Control Of-
ficer and if one is hired then 
they need the authority and 
courage to write citations 
and fines.
  He said the Economic 
Development Authority 
should be involved because 
of the impact that litter 
has in attracting prospec-
tive businesses and indus-
try. Watson also suggested 
that the Sheriff’s Office and 
School Board be included in 
addressing the issue.
  Watson then offered a 
parcel of his property for 
development as an access 
site for water craft with his 

farm lying adjacent to Pow-
ell River south of Jonesville.
  Chairman Mosley said 
there is a litter education 
program which is being 
enacted within the schools 
with the board having dis-
cussed posting signs about 

litter and the fines associ-
ated with it.
  Richard Shuler of Dryden 
spoke about acts of violence 
which are shown daily in 
the news with the possi-
bility of a tragedy in Lee 
County a concern.

  He asked if the county 
had a sufficient staff of dep-
uties in the Sheriff’s Office? 
Poe said the Sheriff’s office 
is at full staff regarding 
deputies with the number of 
paid positions determined 
by the state while any addi-

tional personnel would then 
fall on local funding.
  Shuler asked about up-
dated information regard-
ing county rescue squads 
with Poe saying he had re-
ceived additional informa-
tion which he was present-
ing to the board.
  Shuler said he would re-
quest that efforts be made 
to provide the best educa-
tion possible for county stu-
dents with robotics and oth-
er avenues being provided 
in the schools.
  Debi Artrip of Keokee 
said that efforts have been 
made over the past six 
months or so for the board 
“to express their opportuni-
ty about the private landfill 
amendment which has been 
passed”. Artrip said the 
opinion of four members of 
the board was known by the 
public and she requested 
that Supervisor Jessee be 
allowed to share his view 
on the landfill amendment 
and any recommendations 
he may have for coming to-
gether to solve the issue.
  She also spoke about 
personal property taxes re-
garding vehicles with an 
increase occurring in 2022.
Artrip said she understood 
that Washington County 
didn’t require additional 
tax on their vehicles and 
she spoke of information 
regarding an effort in Wise 
County to reduce or elimi-
nate the tax increase on 
vehicles.
  Artrip then requested 
that a balance sheet be 
available regarding the 
county’s COVID funds 
which would offer details 
of the total received, where 
the funds were allocated 
and remaining balance.
  The Supervisors ap-
proved the minutes of their 
December 19 recessed 
meeting, January 17 regu-
lar meeting, and January 
23 recessed meeting as well 
as a refund request for a 
military serviceman con-
nected to a disability. They 
also voted 4-1 to pay month-
ly bills.
  Jerry Cox of Stickleyville 
also addressed the board 
with Cox saying that he un-
derstood that steps were be-
ing taken to have the county 

Board Votes To Withdraw Landfill Amendment

  This group of daffodils offers a symbol of rebirth and new beginnings with 
their yellow blooms a welcome sight. The trumpeting flowers have been ap-
pearing throughout the county with their arrival marking an end to the cold, 
dark days of winter.

  This Chevrolet Bolt EV was provided by Virginia 
Clean Cities to Keith Harless for a month-long test 
drive with the Town of Pennington Gap to install 
two downtown charging stations.

Town Manager Fully Charged About Electric Vehicle
  A Chevy Bolt EUV has 
been seen around Penning-
ton Gap and the surround-
ing area during February 
with Town manager Keith 

Harless positioned behind 
the wheel.
  Harless can be heard of-
fering high praise for the 
electric vehicle with the low 

operating cost, zero tailpipe 
emissions and technological 
innovations that the EUV 
utilizes all features that he 
finds attractive.
  “I’ve noticed the trend 
for electric cars over the 
past several years and our 
area is like a desert when it 
comes to charging stations 
for public use,” said  Har-
less. “That deters people 
from visiting Pennington 
Gap.” 
  He conducted research on 
EVs which allowed him to 
discover a campaign to pro-
mote electric vehicle travel 
in areas such as Southwest 
Virginia which are lacking 
infrastructure. Virginia 
Clean Cities, which is based 
in Harrisonburg at James 
Madison University, was 
along with the regional 
project which is called “Ru-
ral Reimagined” with the 
campaign part of an initia-
tive to help bring greater 
access for travel through 
charging infrastructure to 
rural areas. 
  Harless said Appala-
chian Regional Commission  
funding is being used for 
the installation of charg-
ing stations with the Town 
to install a couple of Level 

2 car charging stations on 
Main Street.
  He said the charging 
stations are easy to oper-
ate with the swipe of a 
credit/debit card handling 
the monetary transaction. 
“It could take an hour or 
more to charge the ve-
hicle depending on their 
current level of charge,” 
said Harless. “That time 
frame allows people to visit 
downtown and eat at a res-
taurant, and possibly take 
in a show at Lee Theatre.”
  As part of the campaign, 
Harless was contacted by 
Virginia Clean Cities and 
asked if he would like to 
test drive the Chevrolet 
Bolt for a month and share 
his experience. “I jumped at 
the chance because I love 
everything about it,” said 
Harless.
  He was then registered 
in the study which requires 
him to share the experi-
ence through various media 
sources.
  Harless acquired the ve-
hicle in Harrisonburg and 
then began to map out his 
trip home. A full charge of 
the Bolt allows for roughly 
200 miles of travel with the 
distance to reach home be-

ing 300 miles.
  “I began to plan my trip 
and I knew where the 
charging stations were lo-
cated along Interstate 81,” 
he explained. 
  He pulled in at Troutville 
and then at Bristol with 
his second stop allowing for 
plenty of charge to carry 
over upon arriving at home.
  Harless said his usual 
commute from home to 
town hall is less that two 
miles and he has logged his 
travels in a journal which 
will be part of the research 
study.
  “I’ve made trips to Mid-
dlesboro, three times to 
Kingsport, St. Paul and 
Big Stone Gap and there 
haven’t been any issues 
with travel,” said  Harless. 
“The biggest thing is you 
have to plan your trips.”
  He installed a 50 amp 
receptacle at the town hall 
to serve as a charger for 
the vehicle. “It’s like what 
you have at home for your 
stove,” explained Harless 
with the connection at the 
Leeman Field RV Park also 
suitable for use.
  Harless has driven over 
800 miles this month with 
his driving being the initial 

mileage for the Bolt.
  Along with the economic 
and ecological benefits, 
Harless has developed an 
appreciation for other ame-
nities to the vehicle. “On a 
cold morning you don’t have 
to warm up the vehicle. You 
go out and it has heated 
seats and heated steering 
wheel which is instant,” 
he remarked. “Plus, it is so 
quiet and there isn’t any 
noise when driving or when 
you pull up to the drive-thru 
window.”
  He said the Chevro-
let Bolt is being used all 
across the state by various 
agencies and his test drive 
is part of the study to de-
termine the practicality of 
electric vehicles.
  “I could see the town in-
vesting in some pickups for 
meter reading and applica-
tions of that nature because 
the Town of Pennington 
Gap covers an area that 
is two square miles,” he 
stated. “As for me in my job 
as town manager, it would 
work except for the occasion 
when I had to make a trip 
to Richmond or something 
like that.”

Harless said the Bolt is 

See Board Page Nine

See Electric Page Ten
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  Pennington Gap town manager Keith Harless poses beside the all-electric Chevrolet Bolt he has 
been test driving as part of a campaign to showcase the benefits of electric vehicle technology in rural 
areas.

designed as a commuter vehicle with some higher-end 
models offering a range of 400 miles or more per charge.
  “This vehicle is getting the equivalent of 110 miles per 
gallon,” he stated with the kilowatt rate for home electric-
ity being a lower rate than for commercial customers. “The 
cost comparison for city driving is even better for electric 
cars than ones with a gas or diesel engine,” he explained.
  According to some of the data that has been recorded, 
Harless said his total monthly transportation costs with 
the EV is $30 while his fuel costs for that same period 
would run into hundreds of dollars with his usual vehicle.
  He also noted that there are other cost savings with an 
EV with regular oil changes eliminated as well as other 
routine maintenance reduced or not required such as 
brake repairs. Harless said the battery on the Chevy Bolt 
is warranted for 100,000 miles with a $7,500 tax credit 
available to entice buyers which would put the purchase 
price somewhere in the low $20K range.
  He also pointed out that it is American made with the 
energy being produced in the United States as well.
  “Along with promoting a green economy, it also sup-
ports the local economy with coal from our area used to 
generate electricity,” said Harless.
  He will be driving to Wytheville this week to allow their 
town manger to continue the research study. “The goal is 
to share the experience and help educate people about the 
benefits of electric vehicles,” said Harless.
  He said that funding to support the infrastructure for 
more charging stations has been approved with experts 
predicting that one third of the vehicles in the U.S. will be 
electric by 2030.
  Harless said the Level 2 charger installed at town hall 
will remain available for people visiting the area with no 
cost to the individual. “We’ll list our site on the app (plug-
share) that people use when they plan their trips,” he said.
  He shared his enthusiasm for EV with the electricity 
students at Lee County Career and Technical Center on 
Friday to allow them to gain understanding of the tech-
nology which will be a part of their lives. “I think every 
new home will have a charging station included in the con-
struction,” said Harless.
  “The innovation is coming and this is an avenue to help 
us prepare and be ready for it,” he concluded.

Electric From Page One

State Park Campgrounds Set To Open On Friday
  Virginia State Parks 
campgrounds will open 
this Friday, March 3. Full-
service campgrounds with 
bathhouses are open from 
the first Friday in March 
through the first Monday 
in December, with the ex-

ception of Douthat, Hungry 
Mother, Pocahontas and 
Shenandoah River state 
parks, which have full-
service campgrounds open 
year-round. Due to a camp-
ground renovation project, 
camping at Claytor Lake 

State Park will not open 
until April 1. 
  Spring is right around 
the corner and whether you 
are looking for a week long 
retreat or a restful week-
end getaway, Virginia State 
Parks has you covered. The 
camping options are plen-
tiful and vary from cabins 
and bunkhouses to yurts 
and primitive camping. 
Each park offers different 
scenic camping options, so 
be sure to do your research 
before booking your stay.
  Are you a member of 
the Customer Loyalty Pro-
gram? If not, check out the 
web page and see how you 
can start earning rewards 
for staying at a camp-
ground, cabin, bunkhouse 
or in a lodge at a Virginia 
State Park.
  Visit the camping web 
page for more details about 
reservations, cancelations 
and severe weather pro-
cedures. If you are travel-

ing with horses, be sure to 
visit the equestrian camp-
ing page for all the policies 
dealing with horses while 
camping.
  Reservations can be 
made online or by calling 
1-800-933-PARK (7275) 
and choosing option 5. You 
can make lodging reserva-
tions up to 11 months in ad-
vance or, for camping, up to 
2 p.m. on the day of arrival.
  All parks with camp-
grounds now offer site-spe-
cific reservations for camp-
sites. This new reservation 
system allows a camper to 
view an interactive map 
and choose an available site 
to reserve. 

Managed by the Virginia 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation, Vir-
ginia State Parks offers 
more than 1,800 campsites, 
with options ranging from 
primitive camping to RV 
sites with electric and wa-
ter hookups.Cabins at Natural Tunnel State Park.

World-Folk Fusion Ensemble Performing Tonight At Goodloe Center
  Project Locrea will per-
form compositions and 
contemporary arrange-
ments inspired by folk mu-
sic from around the world 
on Wednesday, March 1 
at 7 p.m. in the Goodloe 
Center on the Mountain 
Empire Community Col-
lege campus in Big Stone 
Gap. Combining sound and 
instrumentation of world 
folk traditions with classi-

cal, jazz, and contemporary 
music conventions, Project 
Locrea’s focus is to foster 
better understanding and 
deeper connection between 
cultures. The world-folk 
fusion ensemble blends 
traditional musical instru-
ments including the Chi-
nese Hammered Dulcimer, 
Andean Pan Flutes, and 
Argentinian Bombo, with 
modern western instru-

ments, namely the flute, 
guitar, drums, and percus-
sion. 
  Tickets are $15 at the 
door and all children and 
students are free to at-
tend. This performance is 
provided by the Pro-Art 
Association and Mountain 
Empire Community Col-
lege in conjunction with 
Pro-Art’s 46th season and 
the W. Campbell Edmonds 

Concert Series. More infor-
mation and reservations at 
proartva.org.
  Founded by Bulgarian-
born flutist Yana Nikol in 
2018, the project introduces 
audiences to different musi-
cal traditions through the 
lens of artistic creativity. 
The instrumentation at the 
group’s inception included 
flute, Chinese dulcimer, 
Azeri tar, guitar, bass, and 

drums. Since then, Proj-
ect Locrea has expanded 
and welcomed many new 
members and instruments 
including a Peruvian pipes 
player, a Bulgarian kaval 
player, and an Ethiopian 
vocalist. The ensemble has 
performed at Blues Alley 
(DC), Creative Cauldron 
(Falls Church, VA), Atlas 
Performing Arts Center 
(DC), Levine School of Mu-
sic, Casa Phoenix (DC), 
Culture Center at the Op-
era House (Havre de Grace, 
MD) and internationally at

the MACAO Youth Music 
Festival in Macao, China.
  Pro-Art partners with a 
variety of venues, therefore 
individuals with mobility 
issues are encouraged to 
call (276) 376-4520 or email 
the Pro-Art office at pro-
art@uvawise.edu to make 
arrangements for parking. 
For evolving conditions 
related to the global pan-
demic, inclement weather, 
or similar unforeseen cir-
cumstances, patrons are en-
couraged to check proartva.
org for information.

  Project Locrea will perform tonight at 7 p.m. in 
the Goodloe Center at Mountain Empire Commu-
nity College.

  The Southwest Virginia Museum Historical State Park 
is accepting nominations for the Southwest Virginia Walk 
of Fame. The Walk of Fame was founded to provide a 
showcase for the heritage of Southwest Virginia and to 
advance the knowledge, awareness, and appreciation of 
great Southwest Virginians—past and present—who 
have made significant contributions to our state, nation, 
and world. 
  To qualify, nominees must have been born in the far 
southwest counties of Virginia (Lee, Wise, Scott, Dicken-
son, Russell, Buchanan, Tazewell, and the City of Nor-
ton), lived in the area for more than five years, or spent 
their formative or creative years in the area. Addition-
ally, their accomplishments must be of state, national, or 
global importance.
  Nominations must be received by March 15 and can be 
submitted by:

• Email at swvamuseum@dcr.virginia.gov
• Online entry form at www.gatheringinthegap.org
• Drop off at the Southwest Virginia Museum during

regular operating hours
  Nominations will be reviewed by a selection committee 
composed of representatives from regional, cultural, and 
academic institutions and area civic organizations. Those 
selected by the committee will be honored at a public cere-
mony at the Southwest Virginia Museum Historical State 
Park at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 27.  
  The ceremony will be part of the park’s annual “Gather-
ing in the Gap” Music Festival, which also coincides with 
the park’s 75th anniversary.
  For more information, please call the park at 276-523-
1322.

Seeking Nominations For 
SW Virginia Walk Of Fame

Food Protection Manager
Course At MECC March 29
  A food safety training course will be offered at Moun-
tain Empire Community College with completion of the 
training and a certification exam allowing successful par-
ticipants to meet the Virginia Food Regulation which re-
quires that a certified Food Protection Manager be onsite 
during operational hours of every food service operation.
  Andrea Haubner, Food and Consumer Science Exten-
sion Agent at Lee County Extension, will serve as instruc-
tor for the course which will be held March 29, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. in Robb Hall at MECC. The cost is $160 which in-
cludes training, ServSafe 7th Edition book and the exam.

To register call the Lee County Extension Office at 276-
546-2057 or visit the link:https://tinyurl.com/ssmgr-lee-
public
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